SECTION 1: ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The aim of this section is to test your spelling, vocabulary and grammar.

From Q 1 to Q 5, chose the correct verb in these sentences.

1. Each of the children [is, are] enrolled in music lessons.

2. The final hours of the legislative session [was, were] chaotic.

3. Two-thirds of the protesters [was, were] arrested before noon.

4. The majority [is, are] in favour of the legislation on mid-day meals, which [is, are] to be voted on today.

5. Politics [was, were] interesting when I studied it in college, but the courses [has, had] little effect on my personal politics, which [was, were] firmly fixed.

From Q 6 to Q 10 indicate correct noun and pronoun agreement by choosing the correct pronoun choices in these sentences.

6. Each policeman was required to buy [his, him, its, their, them] own uniforms.

7. Uniforms were expensive, but [they, them, it] lasted for several years if [they, them, their, its] owners kept [their, its] weight constant so the uniforms fit properly.

8. Listen carefully to those [who, whom, whose] you have reason to believe know how to express [theirselves, themselves] well.

9. I will exchange letters with [whoever, whomever] writes.

10. The company needs to know [who, whom] it is insuring.

From Q 11 to Q 15, choose the correct word/words.

11. He didn’t seem to understand the [affect, effect] of his actions.

12. She seemed reluctant to [broach, brooch] the subject with her boss.

13. She placed the ball [beside, besides] the tennis racquet.

14. Although she was in her mid-30s, her [childish, childlike] mannerisms made her a popular elementary-school teacher.

15. We used the bucket to [bail, bale] water from the leaking boat.

From Q 16 to Q 20, choose the word opposite in meaning to the given word.

16. Abundance

a. Scarcity


b. Poverty

c. Famine

d. Wretchedness

17. Arid

a. Juicy

b. Cloudy

c. Marshy

d. Wet

18. Convicted

a. Acquitted

b. Exempted

c. Liberated

d. Pardoned

19. Migrate

a. Settle

b. Return

c. Rehabilitate

d. Transfer

20. Curtail

a. Promote

b. Lengthen

c. Detail

d. Exaggerate

From Q 21 to Q 25, choose the alternative that best expresses the meaning of the idiom/phrase. 

21. My close friend got the sack from his first job recently.

a. Resigned

b. Got rid of

c. Was dismissed 

d. Was promoted

22. The population of our country is increasing by leaps and bounds.

a. Rapidly

b. Slowly

c. Insignificantly

d. Irregularly

23. This strategy will not work in the long run.

a. Occasionally 

b. Permanently

c. Ultimately

d. Successfully

24. I was at my wit’s end during the debate. 

a. Puzzled

b. Confused

c. Shocked

d. Paranoid

25. The new minister vowed to fight corruption tooth and nail.

a. Oppose resolutely

b. Fight physically

c. Fight emotionally

d. Protest formally
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