SECTION I – ENGLISH LANGUAGE SKILLS
This section has five parts. All are compulsory.

A. Fill in the blanks with the correct word.

1. He left ____________ Mumbai this morning. (to, towards, for)
2. The girl said she preferred the blue saree _____________ pink one. (to, than, over)
3. We went ____________ a picnic yesterday. (on, to, over)

4. We went out _____________ a meal together. (for, to, on)
5. He quarrelled ____________ her over a trivial matter. (with, against, towards)
B. Fill in the blanks with the correct phrase.
6. Sheela has scored a first class in her exams, _______________? (hasn’t she, has she, isn’t it)
7. He is __________________. (older than I, older than me, elder to me)
8. If I ______________ realised what a bad driver you are, I would not have come with you. (had, have, would have)
9. The father told his son that he was a lazy boy and that he ____________ his work very badly. 
10. When I kept a strict watch ____________ of living I could see it was necessary to economise. (on my way, over my way, at my way)
C. Select (tick) the word that can be substituted for the given words.
11. Play games of chance for money, especially for high stakes.
(casino, usury, variegate, gamble)
12. An uninvited guest at a party.

(party pooper, gate breaker, gate crasher, party breaker)

13. An excessively greedy eater. 
(hyperbole, plagiarist, glutton, parasite)
14. An animal that feeds on plants.
(omnivore, carnivore, herbivore, vegetivore)

15. A regular tendency or practice that is hard to give up.
(habit, custom, alibi, neurotic)

D. Choose the word nearest in meaning to the italicised word. 
16. The leader’s charisma attracted many followers.
(candour, power, magnetic appeal, humility)
17. He did not succeed in his endeavour.

(plan, trick, effort, enterprise)

18. Man has to encounter many hardships in life.
(bear, overcome, face, solve)
19. She is really a fantastic girl.

(beautiful, intelligent, charming, wonderful)
20. A conscientious worker is always admired by his employer.

(careful, skilful, sincere, obedient)
E. In each of these questions, an idiomatic expression is given. Choose the correct choice which expresses the meaning to the given expression from the four options.

21. To smell a rat
a) signs of plague epidemic

b) bad smell

c) to be in a bad mood

d) suspect foul dealings

22. To have the gift of the gab
a) a talent for speaking

b) to be cheerful

c) to do exactly the right thing

d) to get lots of gifts

23. Right-hand man
a) an honest person

b) an efficient assistant

c) one who cannot use his left hand

d) a foolish person

24. Once in a blue moon
a) rarely

b) frequently

c) never

d) once a year

25. Under duress
a) of one’s own choice

b) in good faith

c) under compulsion

d) according to merit

